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All proceeds benefit STEP2, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization

Breaking the cycle of addiction and violence in families
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GPS Wealth Advisors
A private wealth advisory practice of 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.

5305 Reno Corporate Drive Suite 200
Reno, Nevada 89511

775.853.1503 office • 775.499.5294 fax

Best Wishes for the  
holiday season  

and a happy neW year!

Mike Angier, Jackie Lynch, Kenneth Bickford,  

Eric Howsley, Irene Self,  

Aubrey Trabert, Emily Van Houck,  

Kyle Walker and Yolanda Hidalgo
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Dear Friends and Supporters,

Another year has flown by on our campus!  While 2021 certainly has had its 
challenges, it has been a very meaningful year at STEP2.  

Tonight, we celebrate not just another successful year, we celebrate... 

STEP2’S 35TH ANNIVERSARY

Here is what 35 years of STEP2 has brought to families in our community:

• The most comprehensive, family-oriented treatment program in 
Nevada.

• A beautiful campus hosting a residential treatment facility, 25 
outpatient cottages housing whole families, a spacious family 
counseling center, and a licensed child care facility.

• A safe place for over 4,500 women to experience healing, security, and 
hope.

STEP2 wasn’t built overnight; it is the result of 35 years of 
passion and dedication, and it simply would not have been 
possible without the support of people like you.  Thank 
you for sharing in our belief that women shouldn’t have to 
choose between being a mom and receiving treatment.

Wishing you and yours a safe and healthy 2022,

Mari Hutchinson, CPA
Chief Executive Officer
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From Our Board President

On behalf of the STEP2 board members, I thank all of you for attending this 
year’s Jingle & Mingle Gala event. Unlike last year where our Jingle & Mingle 
event was virtual, over 400 of you are here tonight to support this worthy 
cause. 

STEP2’s impact on the local community is due not only to the leadership and 
hard work within the STEP2 organization but also to many of you who have 
volunteered your expertise, experience, time, talent, and financial resources. 
The impact this organization has had over the last 35 years is just the 
beginning since we know the challenges facing our community will continue 
as long as there are women suffering from chemical addiction, poverty, and 
domestic violence. 

So many distressing world and local events seem out of our control, but by 
supporting STEP2 you are part of the solution by improving the quality of life 
for many and making a positive impact on our community. 

Again, our sincere appreciation, and thank you for all 
your support, 

Steve Tate
Board President



-5-

Happy Holidays
Staci and Michael
ALONSO
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About           

STEP2 is a private, local non-profit organization based in Reno, Nevada.  

Since 1986, we have helped women who are experiencing substance use disorders 
participate in rehabilitation services.  We understand that women experience certain 
barriers in obtaining services which is why our mission is to provide gender-specific 
supportive services to women, women with young children and expectant mothers.  

STEP2 was founded on the principle that pregnant and parenting women should not have 
to choose between being a parent and receiving substance use disorder treatment and 
we believe that a continuum of care model should encompass multiple steps to reach and 
maintain sobriety.  

While having children is not a requirement to access treatment at STEP2, approximately 
75% of our clients are mothers. STEP2 serves women and children together as a unit for 
recovery rather than individually. Most of our women are single heads of households, 
struggling with both addiction and poverty, and caring for dependent children with little 
family or social support.

Our year-long program includes residential inpatient services at our 20-bed residential 
facility, outpatient services and transitional housing as well as wraparound services 
including case management, medical care referrals and coordination, childcare assistance, 
parenting education, transportation assistance, domestic violence advocacy and education, 
and on-site mental health assessment, therapy and medication assistance. 

Every woman should have the support they seek during their journey to sobriety and 
STEP2 is here to help.  

When a woman is ready to leave STEP2, she is clean and sober, gainfully employed, and she 
has learned life skills that will allow her to break free from patterns and environments that 
perpetuated addiction to create and maintain a better life for herself and her children.

Thanks to major fundraisers like Jingle & Mingle, STEP2 has served over 

4,500 
local families in need of substance use disorder treatment. 
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We Are 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

JINGLE & MINGLE COMMITTEE

STAFF

Jeanne Ackley • Michael Alonso • Dr. James Cohen • Jamie Flanagan
JJ Jarzynka • Lindsey Kern • Marne McKimmey • Pamela Troy • Tyler Whitten

President                   
Steve Tate

President Elect
Sheila Poco

Treasurer                 
Ken Bickford

Secretary
Kathy Leggett

Immediate Past President 
Brian Cassidy

Chair
Lindsey Kern

Jeanne Ackley • Kim Battcher • Cheree Boteler • Juliette Erickson
Jamie Flanagan • Chelsea Harrah • Mari Hutchinson

Shannon Jensen • Kathy Leggett • Lisa Moffitt • Sheila Poco 
Rebecca Sweet • Steve Tate • Melissa Ung • Sandra Wilson

Chief Executive Officer
Mari Hutchinson

Jennifer Autry • Kim Battcher • Karen Blumenthal • Lindsey Boston
Romy Chiappari • Robert Fava • Tiffany Gastanaga • Tarrah Giombetti

CJ Gira • Kaelie Huff • Tiffany Legier • Randi Lone Eagle
Riot Stankiewicz-Lumpkin • Sue McElwee • Ellen Miller • Mariela Ocampo

Maria Ponce • Zoe Sabal • Rose Steffen • Becki Strader • Melissa Ung

Chief Operating Officer                   
 Shannon Jensen                

Chief Marketing Officer                   
 Cheree Boteler            
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Our Sponsors
PRESENTING SPONSOR

SILVER SPONSORS

PRINT SPONSOR

PLATINUM + SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

PRINT SPONSOR MERCHANDISE SPONSOR

Staci and Michael
ALONSO

PLATINUM SPONSORS
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Alice 96.5
All Out
Alpha Automated Systems
Bedrosion Tile & Stone
BM Windows LLC
BrightView
Budget Blinds
Carmen’s Cleaning
Cavallero Heating & Air
Crown Painting
CTL Cleaners
Custom Lawn Landscaping
Custom Painting & Decorating Inc.
Dallas Floor Design
DeBard Plumbing
Enix Mechanical HVAC
Erickson Framing
Ferguson Enterprises
Focus Plumbing
Gore Industries LLC
High Mountain Door & Trim
High Voltage Electric
Horizon Window Fashions

Innovative Cabinets & Design
Interior Logic Group
JR Pierce Plumbing Co. Inc.
Junk King
Kelly Moore Paints
Moen
Next Generation Drywall
nVision Glass
Paint NV
Reno Tahoe Cabinets
Riddio
Rocket Electric
Sierra Wes Drywall, Inc.
Sonray Roofing
Square 1 Solutions
Statewide Lighting
Superior Door & Window
Supreme Plumbing
Truckee Meadows Heating & Air
Westcoast & Security
Western Nevada Supply
Yojana’s Cleaning

For the fifth year, The Builders Association and its charitable arm, the Builders 
Association Charity (BAC), have supported us through their Annual Cottage 
Makeover. 

We would like to say thank you to the organizations, builders, subcontractors 
and suppliers that work together to completely remodel our cottages.
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2021 Major Donors
Ackley, Jeanne
Acme Title & Escrow Services
Adams, Be-Be
Adornment by Nicole
AFCO Insurance Premium Finance
AIMS Operating Group
Allegra
Alonso, Staci & Michael
Alpine Insurance
American Independence Foundation
American Ready Mix
American River Wealth Management
AssuredPartners Consulting
AT&T
AT&T Pioneers
Atondo, Steven
August, Jennifer & Thurn
Bader Argovitz, Loni
Bank of America
Berge & Company CPA
Better World Books
Bickford, Diana & Ken
Bill Pearce Courtesy Honda
Bill Pearce Motors
Birchfield, Dan
Bournazian, Annette
Bradley, Gigi
Briggs Electric
Builders Association Charity
Burnette, Faith
Carano, Cindy
Casci, Jessica & Rich
Cassidy, Brian
Charles, Kenneth
Chilton, Mariam & Ward
Chism, Craig
Clark, Ronetta
Cohen, Dr. James
Cole, Matthew
Community Fund
at the Community Foundation of Northern Nevada

Conrad, Jeanne & Raymond
Conrath, Dr. Craig
Cork Navillus Family Foundation
Corty, Tom & Janet
Corwin | Ford
Damon, Douglas
David R. Clare and Margaret C. Clare Foundation

deJong, Laura & Bruce
Deven Hickingbotham Transportation Fund
Dhindsa, Dr. Jasmine
Di Loreto, Cassandra
Di Loreto Homes
Diamond Vault
Dillard’s Summit Sierra
Dolan Auto Group
Dotson, Robert
Dragics, Carolyn
Edna B & Bruno Benna Foundation
Ensemble Real Estate Solutions
Finance of America Cares
Firehouse Subs
First American Title Company 
Flanagan, Jamie
Fleet Heating & Air Conditioning
Fugett, Hazel & Ronald
Gaming Technology Group
Gifford, Shayla & Galen
Goldberg, Robert
Gormley, Amanda
GPS Wealth Advisors
Grace Church
Graebner, Linda
Gratis Gives
Gratis Payment Processing
Greater Nevada Credit Union
Gregg, Ben
Gretchen Hass Memorial Fund
Harrah, Chelsea
Hass, Gretchen
Hill, Barbara & Steven
Hinrichs, Christy
Hobey’s Casino/Restaurant
Holland & Hart LLP
Hometown Health
Horgan, Christy
IBEW/NECA LMCC
IGT
Jarzynka, JJ
Jarzynka, Pat & Rock
Jauron, Stephanie & Michael
Jensen, Shannon
John P. Ferreri Donor Advised Fund
Junk King Reno
Katie Weingartner Foundation
Kelley, Dr. Shane
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2021 Major Donors
Ken & Diana Bickford Trust
Kern, Lindsey
Kraemer, Bonnie
Leggett, Kathy
Les Schwab
Les Schwab Warehouse Center, Inc.
Linnell, Wendy
Loeb, Heidi
LP Insurance Services
M&A Business Advisors
Magrini, Amanda
Maland, Donna
Manning, Delia
Marine Specialties
Marks, Marian & Charles
a Community Advised Fund at the Community Foundation 
of Western Nevada

Matt Jensen Foundation
McKimmey, Marne
Meyer, Lydia & Matt
MMA Profile
Moffitt, Lisa & Matt
Molly Schroeder Community Engagement Fund
Morgan Stanley Financial Advisors
Movement Mortgage
Nevada Elks Major Project, Inc.
Nevada State Bank
Northern Nevada Medical Center
Nothing To It! Culinary Center
Nugget Casino Resort (Marnell Gaming LLC)
NV Energy
OK Capsule
Olson, Mark
Orangetheory Fitness
Overton, Michel
Ozmen Foundation
at the Community Foundation of Northern Nevada

Parme, Paige
PDL Biopharma, Inc.
Pete Rezac Photography
Poco, Sheila
Pyramid Materials
Raffealli, Sandra
Reeth, Kevin
Reno Sparks Scheels
Reno Food & Drink Week
Reno Rock Transport
Renown Health

Rios, Liliana
Robert S. and Dorothy J. Keyser Foundation
Rogue Gaming Studio
Roma, Margie & Gary
Rombardo, Neil
RPM Billing
Ryder Homes
Sage Ridge Upper School Families
Self, Irene
Shalvoy, Charlie
Sierra Meat & Seafood
Sierra Nevada Nephrology Consultants
Sierra Smiles Management Group, LLC
SK Baseball LLC DBA Reno Aces
Skelton, Sharon
Stanley Steemer of Reno
Sullivan, Charlotte & Casey
Swagblue
Swizzle Brand Solutions
Tanamera Development, LLC
Tate, Betty & Steve
Telford, Gina & Alan
Terri Mahanna & Jerry Mitchell Wedding Fund
The Amy L. Widsten Foundation
The Hass 2004 Charitable Remainder Unitrust
The Jack Van Sickle Foundation
The Ladies Club at The Club at ArrowCreek
The Nell J. Redfield Foundation
Toll Brothers
Tom & Mary Gallagher Foundation
Troy, Pamela
Two Men And A Truck of Reno NV
United Construction Company
Walmart NV1 Fulfillment Center
Wandering Wyld
Wantiez, Nancy & Richard
Warren, Jacqui & Dan
Wawona Foundation
Whitten, Tyler
Weitz, Katie
Wilson, Sandra
Yurick, Lauren & Donald
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WHISPERING VINE AD

Established in 1998, Whispering Vine Wine Co., has 

been Reno’s Premier wine and spirits purveyor for over 

22 years.  With a rotating wine selection of over three 

thousand labels and an ever-growing spirits program, 

we strive to bring you the best of what’s available at the 

best prices possible. 

4201 W 4th Street

Reno, NV 89523

85 Foothill Road

Reno, NV 89511

772 S Virginia Street

Reno, NV 89501

whisperingvinewine.com | @whisperingvine

This year, we lost a very special 
member of our extended STEP2 
family.

will forever remain in our 
hearts and memories.

Gretchen Hass
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ONECAUSE INSTRUCTIONS

TO ST ART, GO TO 

www.bidpal.net/2021jm 
....... , ..... ...., .. 

Than<� for attendl� the 2017 Art of F�p 

DONATE NOW 

Shop Items 

Sponsors 

BID 
and 

• 

ONECAUSE.COM 
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ONECAUSE INSTRUCTIONS

onecause™

TI-IANK YOU FOR ATTENDING

SSTTEEPP22''ss  JJiinnggllee  &&  MMiinnggllee  

Making a Donation is easy right from 
your SmartPhone. 

• •-
G) Go to bidpal.net/2021jm

or click on the text message you
received at check in.

r.:=:-7 Peterson °'- B� #1011 Table 10 

@ Click on the Donate Now button & 
the donation you wish to support. 

@ Choose your amount or easily 
enter a custom one on your own. 

@) Confirm your donation. You may 
be prompted to enter a credit card 
at this time if you did not provide at 
registration. 

We appreciate your generosity supporting 
a great cause. 

#1-A Student Scholarship 
Program 

0 Confirm Donation

You are donating $1,000 to #1-A+ 
Student Scholarship Program 

CONFIRM DONATION 

CANCEL 

X 
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Redfield Residence
Our Redfield Residence is a 20-bed 
residential facility built in 2016 on 
our existing Lighthouse Campus. The 
majority of the women entering our 
program are assessed to be in need 
of residential treatment. During this 
critical time, STEP2 uses evidence-
based substance use disorder 
treatment interventions combined 
with comprehensive services in order 
to provide a holistic approach to 
recovery, increased health, family 
stability, self-sufficiency and improved 
quality of life.

This building is designed as a 
nurturing healing residence that 
includes dorm-style rooms, a 
commercial kitchen and outdoor 
spaces that are conducive to a 
therapeutic environment. It was built 
not only to support and facilitate 
state-of-the-art counseling and 
technology, client safety, and quality 
care, but to also embrace the client, 
family, and caregivers in a psycho-
socially supportive therapeutic 
environment.
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The Mathewson Family

Counseling Center
STEP2 focuses on early recovery by providing 
stability, structure and development of an 
individualized treatment plan for each client. 
Our clients engage in assigned groups, 
individual sessions and activities. The majority 
of these sessions happen inside the comforts 
of the Mathewson Family Counseling Center. 
This 13,000 square foot building, built with 
bricks that had been returned to BASALITE 
and generously donated to STEP2, represents 
all that we are.  

Lighthouse Campus
The Lighthouse Campus is our transitional 
housing neighborhood established in 
2001. We have 25 cottages that permit 
our clients to receive outpatient treatment 
while still living in a safe environment 
on the STEP2 campus. Our one, two, 
and three bedroom homes provide a 
therapeutic community to our families, 
as they progress to a less restrictive 
treatment program.  

Many of the women living in this neighborhood have children and are back at work or school. 
Each cottage is entirely furnished by donations from our generous community, and each family 
will take all the furnishings as their own upon successful completion of the program. While 
living on campus, every family takes part in community service and learns the importance of 
giving back. 
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2021 Top Volunteers
We are incredibly grateful for everyone that volunteers on our campus or 
at one of our events. We would like to give special recognition to these 
individuals for spending a substantial amount of time supporting us with their 
time.

Ackley, Jeanne 
Al-Anon
Alcoholics Anonymous
Alice 96.5
Alonso, Michael
August, Thurn
Battcher, Alex
Bennett, Ashley
Bennett, Bella
Benson, Nancy
Bickford, Ken 
Billino, Gina
Bos, Isabelle
Boys Team Charity
Brower, Sandy
Builders Association 
     Charity
Builders Association of 
     Northern Nevada
Carlton, Mia
Cassidy, Brian
Celebrate Recovery
Children’s Cabinet
Cloutier, Cameron
Cohen, James, MD
Cook, Angie
Cook, Wendy
Cooper-Schroeder, Lyndi
Davidson, Cameron
deJong, Laura
DellaRoca, Michael
Deming, Kristina
Dhindsa, Jasmine, MD

Di Loreto, Cassandra 
Dixon, Ritu
Dixon, Zoe
Drakulich, Linda
Drakulich, Vic
Dudo, Jillian
Earl, Addy
Earl, Cyndi
Earl, Karsynn
Erickson, Juliette
Ferro, Lisa
Flanagan, Jamie
Franks, Josh
Handelin, Catie
Handelin, Keelyn
Haro Rodelas, Lesly
Harrah, Chelsea
Herrera, Yolanda
IGT
Immunize Nevada
Jarzynka, JJ
Junk King Reno
Kelley, Shane, PhD
Kern, Lindsey
Krieg, Michelle
Leggett, Kathy
Manning, Delia
McCloskey, Jacqui
McFall, Christian
McKimmey, Marne
Miller, Bob
Moffitt, Lisa

Naimzada, Hawa
Narcotics Anonymous
National Charity League, 
     Sierra Nevada Chapter
Neff-McCormack, Michelle
Neff, Sydney
Poco, Ezra
Poco, Sheila
Reid, Dania
Reid, Olivia
Rezac, Pete
Rocha, Mayra
Schamber, Bob
Sierra Nevada Stitchers 
Simonson, Katie
Solis, Alexis
Sparks Christian Fellowship
Tate, Betty
Tate, Steve
THRIVE Center
Trites, Dan
Troy, Pamela
Truckee Meadows Community
     College
University of Nevada
Warren, Lanea
Washoe County School District 
     Family Resource Center
Weingartner, Kimberly
Whitten, Tyler
Wilson, Mica
Wilson, Sandy
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STEP2 BY THE NUMBERS
-2021 FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR*-

39% reported meth as their primary drug
alcohol 38% • heroin/opiates  15% • other  8% 

94%
reported a history

of domestic violence

25%
were IV users

45%
had been the victim

of sexual assault

*October 1, 2020 through September 30, 2021

#1
referral source 

was women 
self-admitting

Our

Those women had

376
minor children

20%
of moms had CPS 

involvment

experienced 
homelessness

67%
came to us
pregnant

12%

16%reported involvement
with sex industry

women accessed
treatment

196

63%
had been the victim
of physical assault

co-occurring 
mental health

71%
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Join Us Next Year!

Scan the QR code above with your phone to reserve your table at our 2022 
Jingle & Mingle Gala which will take place on December 2, 2022.

2022
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2021 Auction Donors
About Town Deb
Ackley, Jeanne
Alonso, Staci & Michael
Amato’s Family Kitchen
Andelin Family Farm
Atlantis Casino Resort Spa 
Aura Salon
Authentic Tattoo Company
Avance Plastic Surgery
Awesome Blossom Floral Design
Axe & Throw
Babcock, Beverly
Bangkok Cuisine
Beaujolais Bistro
Bella Grey Medical Spa
Berge, Kami & Kevin
Bickford, Diana & Ken
Biggest Little Basket
Bistro 7
Bitterbrush Farm & Apiary
Black Hole Piercing
Blind Dog Coffee
BOBOS Ski & Patio
Bocchi, Jen & John
Boeger Winery
Bonanza Casino
Bone-ito
Bouchee Confections
Brauhaus 701
Bruka Theatre of the Sierra
Bully’s Sports Bar
Bumgarner Winery
BVW Jewelers
Candle Vino
Casa Grande Mexican Restaurant & Cantina
Cassidy, Brian
Cedar Creek Ranch & Vineyards
Chili’s McCarran
Cohen, Dr. James
Cold Stone Creamery
Concepts Reno
Costco
Crowder, Thom
Crystal Basin Cellars

Davidson’s Organics
Diamond Vault
Dillard’s
Dorinda’s Chocolates
Double Diamond Athletic Club
Doughboys Donuts
Eden
Edgewood Tahoe
Embrace Dance Company
Engelken, Daniel
Engine 8 Urban Winery
Eyehook LLC
Firehouse Subs
Flanagan, Jamie
Flowing Tide Pub #2
Fugett, Ron & Hazel
Garcia, Rafael
Grand Sierra Resort
Grow Strong Industries
Halo Salon
Half Casked
Harrah, Chelsea
Hawkins, Folsom & Muir
Henderson, Ronald
Hill, Barbara & Steven
Home Means Nevada Co.
Homemade in Italy
Honey Bakery
House of Bread
Jarzynka, JJ
Jauron, Stephanie & Mike
Johnny’s Ristorante Italiano
Junkee Clothing Exchange & Antiques
Kern, Lindsey
Key & Code Escape Rooms
Kimmie Candy
Kristian Sievert DMD
La Cucina Italian Eatery
LaDiDa Beauty
Lake Tahoe Shakespeare Festival
Land Ocean
Lava Cap Winery
Leggett, Kathy
LINE-X of Reno
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2021 Auction Donors
Little Waldorf Saloon (Lil Wal)
Local Food Group: chez louie, Cucina Lupo, 
     Great Basin Brewing Company, 
     Liberty Food & Wine Exchange, 
     Overland Restaurant & Pub, The Union 
Louis A. Bonaldi MD FACS, Center for 
     Plastic Surgery
Lou’s Hand Crafted Soaps
Manning, Delia
Mathew L. Stewart, DMD
McKimmey, Marne
Miguel’s Mexican Food
Miraflores Winery
National Automobile Museum
National Championship Air Races
Natural Paws
Need to Speed
Nevada Museum of Art
New West Distributing
North Canyon Inn Bed & Breakfast
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Nothing To It! Culinary Center
Nugget Resort & Casino
OrangeTheory Fitness
Paisan’s Old World Deli & Catering
Patin, Lisa
Perry Creek Winery
Pioneer Center for Performing Arts
PJ & Company Restaurant Saloon
Poco, Sheila
Posh Salon
Press Start
Raley’s (Wedge Pkwy)
Rattlesnake Club
RC Willey
Red Hawk Golf and Resort
Reno Aces & Reno 1868 FC
Reno Blow Dry Bar
Reno Custom Cleaning
Reno Little Theater
Reno Running Company
Reno-Tahoe Golf Headquarters
Retail Therapy Boutique
Ryan’s Saloon

Sala Family Dentistry
Sephora
Sierra Gold Seafood
Sierra Meat & Seafood
Sievert, Kristian, DMD
Skin Cancer & Dermatology Institute
Skipolini’s
Snegg, Mike
Southern Glazers Wine & Spirits
Spavia
Squeeze In
Stead Airport
Storm Development Services
Strange Bikinis
Sunsation Tanning Salon
Taft Street Winery
Tahoe Fuller’s
Tate, Betty & Steve
Temple Yoga Reno
The Ballroom of Reno
The Bus Boy, LLC
The Freckled Frog
The Gold ‘N Silver Inn
The Great Reno Balloon Race
The Grill at Quail Corners
The Jesse - Hotel & Bar
The Orleans Hotel & Casino
THE ROW: Eldorado, Circus Circus, 
     Silver Legacy
The Roost
The Urban Deli
Tito’s Handmade Vodka
Troy, Pamela
Twisted Fork
Verrinder, Eric
Wantez, Rick & Nancy
Western Turf and Hardscapes
Whisky Bar LLC
Whitten, Tyler
Wild River Grille
Wild Whimsical Women
Wise Villa Winery
Zoom Room Reno Summit
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Fellowship

The Fellowship Award is presented annually to recognize an outstanding volunteer.  The 
award recognizes individuals within our community who demonstrate volunteerism by a 
self-sacrificial giving of their time and talents in pursuit of our mission without expectation 
of reward. 

Our 2021 STEP2 Fellowship Award is presented to... 

As a long time host of the Alice 96.5 Morning Show, Bill has used his voice and platform 
to help promote STEP2 for well over a decade.  From freezing his tail off at the Step Up 
the Holidays Annual Donation Drive, to inviting us for regular on-air chats, Bill finds every 
opportunity to enrich the lives of the women and children in our program.

Many friends of STEP2 tell us that they first heard about us on the Morning Show and were 
drawn in by Bill’s clear admiration for our clients and their stories. 

Each year, Bill comes to the STEP2 campus and invites the women in our Lighthouse 
program to share their story on the radio.  Through hearing these stories, countless women 
are inspired to reach out to STEP2 for treatment.  

Without a doubt, the impact Bill has had on our community and the families of STEP2 has 
been huge and we are incredibly grateful!

Bill Schulz
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Beacon of Light

The Beacon of Light Award is given to an individual of STEP2’s staff who continues to 
help drive the vision and mission of the agency. It also recognizes the dramatic impact this 
individual has on the agency as a whole. 

Congratulations to our Employee of the Year and recipient of the Beacon of Light Award 
for 2021...

As the Chief Marketing Officer of STEP2, Cheree beautifully manages all fundraising and 
friendraising events both on our campus and off.  

Cheree can be found around town connecting local people and supporting our businesses 
and always is available to meet up for a meal out in her mission to bring our community 
together to bring out the best in Reno-Sparks.   

Within the walls of STEP2, Cheree enthusiastically gives her time and guidance to every 
staff member, is a friend to everyone who walks into the building, and has a contagious 
dedication to STEP2’s goals.  Cheree works tirelessly to attack every opportunity to spread 
the word about STEP2 within our community.  She operates on the notion that her job 
won’t be complete until every local woman who needs treatment has heard about STEP2.  

We are incredibly blessed to have Cheree as part of our STEP2 family!

Cheree Boteler



-27-

Spirit of the Lighthouse

The Spirit of the Lighthouse Award is given to an organization, family or individual who has 
supported STEP2 in promoting the agency throughout the community. This support has 
been significant in helping secure funding that enables STEP2 to continue serving women 
and children in our community. 

The 2021 STEP2 Spirit of the Lighthouse Award recognizes... 

Volunteers are compassion and selflessness in motion, and Lyndi Cooper-Schroeder is 
unmatched in her embodiment of these attributes.  STEP2 shares a treasured memory 
with the Cooper-Schroeder family, and we forever will be grateful for Lyndi’s passion for 
bestowing a sense of worth to our women—encouraging them to use their voice through 
writing.  Lyndi’s lifetime of experience as a journalist and educator lends a confidence that 
she is able to share with others, teaching the women of STEP2 the art of writing poetry 
and narrative work.  This past summer, the 3rd Edition of “STEP by STEP,” a collection of 
work written by STEP2 clients, was published in-house, a task that Lyndi generously gave 
immense time and dedication to. 

Lyndi understands the struggle that those in recovery face in finding their place in the 
community and has founded the Molly Schroeder Community Engagement Fund at 
STEP2.  With this money STEP2 women and their families have spent time at Lake Tahoe, 
Wild Island Water Park, The Great Reno Balloon Race, ArTown, The Ferrari Farms Pumpkin 
Patch, and more events are on the horizon.  

As if there were more time in a day, Lyndi also has made it possible for women who are 
battling all the challenges of substance use disorder treatment to lean in to moments of 
peace and reflection with the creation of Molly’s Place, a gazebo and sitting area located on 
STEP2’s walking path. 

Winston Churchill once said, “You make a life by what you give,” and if there is a measure of 
the gifts that have been given here, may you have a grand life, Lyndi Cooper-Schroeder!

Lyndi Cooper-Schroeder
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IGT is proud to support STEP2 and the 2021 Jingle and 
Mingle Gala.

Visit IGT.com to learn how IGT strives to enrich and 
strengthen local communities through a variety of 
sponsorships, donations, and employee-driven programs.

©2021 IGT.
IGT is committed to socially responsible gaming. Our business solutions empower customers to choose 
parameters and practices that become the foundation of their Responsible Gaming programs.

Thank you for 

all that you do.
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775.787.9411
STEP2Reno.org

3700 Safe Harbor Way
Reno, NV 89512


